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able return, the Government had prepared a program for
a period of fifteen to twenty years, and made its own
surveys. It recognized that when surveys are entrusted
to private concerns, it becomes difficult to obtain access
to information. The construction work might be under-
taken by concession or contract; the latter appears less
objectionable. As a rule, concessions would be neither
as profitable nor as attractive to private firms, while, on
the other hand, should title to the lands also be sought,
the present inhabitants would suffer. The latter either
might lose their lands outright or at least would be sub-
ject to inconveniences and hardships.
la order to expedite the operations and to secure the
cultivation of the lands which would otherwise be left
uncultivated during the first years, companies might be
allowed to cultivate those lands for a few years and also
possibly be granted concessions for navigation purposes
and for producing electric energy. It is also being con-
templated to encourage the people of small holdings to
form companies for initiating construction works.
Existing irrigation enterprises, some of them dating
to antiquity, can be classified in general tinder three
periods—areas irrigated: (a) since earliest times, (&)
in recent times but before the first Constitution (1876),
and (c) since the restoration of the Constitution (1908).
There is no information available regarding the plans,
costs, and tie workings during this first period, as it
dates back to the rulers in Mesopotamia before the Baby-
lonians and Assyrians. Details of the irrigation in con-
struction with the river Barada, near Damascus, are
equally unknown. Likewise, th,ere is no information
regarding old irrigation works of Anatolia, supposed to
Itave been built by the Hittites. It is interesting to note
that the name Yeshil Irrnak means Iris, to whom an idol
was erected near the spring of the water supply at
Eregli, within the vilayet of Konia.

